
Planning for safer communities  
in the wildland urban interface  



Why do communities need to think 
about Wildfire?  

   Fire Statistics  

Office of the Fire Marshal  fire statistics 
show in 2005  there were 5425 fires  on the 
landscape within municipal jurisdictions.  

The Ministry of Natural Resources  actioned 
over 1650 wildland fires  in 2005.  

Over 7000 fires  



OFM Wildland Fire Statistics  

2005 by County/District  
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OFM Wildland Fire Statistics  

2005 by County/District  



Sudbury District  Fires (OFM stats) 

OFM Stats 2003-2007 

Sudbury District
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Lightning Impacts  

For MNR Fires, on average 
60% of wildfires  are caused 
by lightning  

These are random events.  



 

Community Impacts 

100,181  Lightning 
Strikes  



963 Fires (67%) 

 



MNR Fire Statistics  
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MNR Fire Statistics  
Fire Causes - East Fire Region
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Interface definedé 

 Need for a  comprehensive education/prevention program  

Where forest meets 
community é 

The increased risk 



Definitions  
Spot Fire Risk  

Intermix:  
Where 

development & 
wildland fuels 
meet with no 

clearly defined 
boundary 

Interface:  
Where wildland 

fuels meet a well 
defined boundary 



Ember Transport the Real Risk  
ÅBlowing wind   

ïCarries embers ahead of 
main fire front  

ÅEmbers   

ïIgnite several spot fires & 
a large sawdust pile 

 

 

 

ÅSpot fires   

ïUp to 1 km away 

 

ALL areas at risk from spot fires  

Click for video 



Wildland Urban Interface Fires in 
Ontario  

Cottage Areas  



Wildland Urban Interface Fires in Ontario  

 

Industry  Agriculture  



Wildland Urban Interface Fires in Ontario  

 

Residential 
Burning  

Grass 
Burns  



Fire Suppression Challenges  

Interface fires can overwhelm all available 

firefighting resources é 

 


